original work, adds some important differences which are
accepted by the learned scholars/ is called T7^ ^ul' The
s^tra (Nannul 8) for carbu nul states that the work of a
person who accepts the important teachings of the mudal
nul and va\i nul, and also adds certain significant differences,
is called cybu wl^

Since the Sivaprakas^m is considered to be the wbu nul,
it is interesting to note the important points contributed by
Um5pati to the Saiva Siddhanta system- Umapati clearly says
that Saiva Siddhanta is the essence of Vedanta {SP7), By
Vedanta is meant here the ^panisads^ not any particular school
of thought. It was again Umapati who posited two approaches
general and specific (podu and unvnaz). This classification
into general and specific helped the later writers to look
at the whole system in a new light and following the lead
given by Umapati, the later writers commented upon the
earlier works like the Sivajnwa Bodham, Inspired by the
legacy of Meyka^d5r, Umapati was conscious that he was
adding certain new points. In the preface to the Swaprakasam
he says, whatever is old cannot be deemed good (on
account of its antiquity alone) and whatever book comes
forth today cannot be judged ill because of its newness
(SP l2)-41 We may remember that it was only Umapati
who gave the whole list of the preceptors of Saiva Siddhanta
(SP 5) and wrote five invocatory verses invoking the grace
of the Lord Vinayaka, Lord Nataraja, Goddess Sivakami and
Lord Subhramanya. Umapati declares that he follows the
elders and on the basis of their teachings and with the
help of Grace that dwells in him, he tries to write the
SivapraJc^am.^

Madurai Sivaprakasar holds that Umapati adds certain
significant points in three places and quotes the Nannul
verse 8 in three places in his commentary/3 AruJnandi Sivam
deals with the treatment of Buddha maya in the first sutra